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least in clear earnestness, of purport and outcome; but went
tumbling as if in mere welters of explosive unreason; a
volcano heaving under vague deluges of scorise, ashes and
imponderous pumice-stones, you could not say in -what di-
rection, nor well whether in any. Not till after good study
did you see the deep molten lava-flood, which simmered
steadily enough, and showed very well by and by whither
it was bound. For I must say of Edward Sterling, after
all his daily explosive sophistries, and fallacies of talk, he
had -a stubborn instinctive sense of what was manful, strong
and worthy; recognised, with quick feeling, the charlatan
under his solemnest wig; knew as clearly as any man a
pusillanimous tailor in buckram, an ass under the lion's
skin, and did with his whole heart despise the same.

The sudden changes of doctrine in the Times, which
failed not to excite loud censure and indignant amazement
in those days, were first intelligible to you when you came
to interpret them as his changes. These sudden whirls
from east to west on his part, and total changes of party
and articulate opinion at a day's warning, lay in the nature
of the man, and could not be helped; products of his fiery
impatience, of the combined impetuosity and limitation of
an intellect, which did nevertheless continually gravitate
towards what was loyal, true and right on all manner of
subjects. These, as I define them, were the mere scorise
and pumice wreck of a steady central lava-flood, which
truly was volcanic and explosive to a strange degree, but
did rest as few others on the grand fire-depths of the world.
Thus, if he stormed along, ten thousand strong, in the time
of the Keform Bill, indignantly denouncing Toryism and
its obsolete insane pretensions; and then if, after some ex-
perience of Whig management, he discerned that Welling-d other! and the corresponding tra-he Two Sicilies.the heart of that lecturing enterprise,nders, the London ladies with their eye-wisleton, Esq.
